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Band Students and Parents:
Welcome to one of the most exciting experiences in which you can be a part- the band!  Now, more than ever, we have information to justify why we participate in this demanding, yet rewarding, activity.  Experts have concluded that the study of music and visual performance helps with spatial reasoning, test taking, and overall quality of life!  Factor in social skills, emotional development, leadership training, group interaction, aesthetic perception, music-making, and the discipline of being in a band program, and I don’t know why anyone would not want to be involved in a successful band program like the one at our school.  The ultimate goal is a lifelong understanding and appreciation for high-quality music, music making, and visual-performance based artistry!
Everyone should read the information in this handbook, even veterans.  Some of the information has changed, so make sure you’re informed.  For those new to the program, this is the “band bible,” which keeps us running smoothly and efficiently.  Most questions can be answered by consulting the handbook, and policies will be adjusted from year to year as the need arises to clarify issues within the program.  It is my hope that the information contained in this handbook will both inform and inspire! The section, “How Parents Can Help” is designed to give guidance to parents; read it carefully to gain important insights.  Students need to know we think that what they do is important.  You will quickly find that band is truly a family in and of itself.
This past year was full of success by our students.  In all areas of the program, we saw growth and indications that the program is only going to continue to prosper.  As of this writing, we are looking ahead to some wonderful opportunities for the coming year.  

We welcome all students, staff, and boosters back to kick off another great school year with the pride of the Seminole community:  your Seminole Warhawk Band! 
“If Better is possible, then good is not enough!”

Gerard L. Madrinan. 
Band Director
Student Handbook
( Band Policy & Procedure
In order to assist band members and parents in understanding areas of responsibility, a statement of band policy is herein set forth.  Becoming familiar with this policy will enable each individual to make the most of this great opportunity to be a member of the high school band program, becoming a better person and a better musician/performer.
We firmly believe each student should improve through regular practice.  When the student has lost the will to improve him/herself or to make a better contribution to the band program, he or she is wasting the time and effort of fellow members and the community by continuing in the program.  The happiest student is one who improves through regular habits of practice and daily progress.  He or she must not only know right from wrong but must be able to stand for principles and develop a high sense of purpose toward which he or she is willing to work.  Responsibility is the focus behind any level of achievement within this program.  We intend to conduct ourselves in a manner that will facilitate the learning of all students.  

Objectives of the Band Program

· To teach music and visual pageantry (marching & guard) by its actual performance.

· To develop performance skills on the various wind/percussion instruments and components of color guard.

· To provide for the musical needs of the school and the community.

· To develop discrimination with regard to the selection of music.

· To acquaint the students with music theory/history and how history and musical composition relate to students’ lives and musical experience.  

· To provide all students with the opportunity for worthy use of their time, a means for self-expression, and a healthy social experience.

· To develop the ability to function as a responsible member of a group, enhance interaction, and develop esprit de corps.
· To foster leadership skills within each student.

Academic Standards:
It is the expectation of EVERY student of the Band Program to have strong academic achievement.  The Band Director reserves the right to penalize or refuse membership from students that are not maintaining minimal academic benchmarks (specific definitions determined on a case-by-case basis).  

Students are expected to use their time wisely in order to prevent additional situations that will ultimately hurt the rest of the ensemble.  

Band room:

-No eating in carpeted areas.

-Responsible disposal of trash is expected.

-The Band room is NOT a harbor for skipping class.  Only students with a hall pass with the teacher’s blessing will be permitted to gain entry to the band room. Once there, students are expected to practice (if possible) or work on homework.  You are also expected to leave your given area cleaner than it was found.
Missing Music:
When music is distributed, the section leader or principle player should hold onto parts for the absent.  Lost music should be requested for replacement well in advance of rehearsal.  Requests can be made through student leadership or by writing your needs on the library door list.   
(Band Curriculum

Wind Ensemble

The Wind Ensemble is the primary performing organization in the instrumental music department during winter and spring.  Membership is by audition only and co-curricular with membership to Marching Band.  The Wind Ensemble will be comprised of students with the performing ability necessary to play grade 5 & 6 literature.  

Symphonic Band
The Symphonic Band is comprised of students with the performing ability necessary to perform grade 4 music.  Membership to marching band is not necessary for this ensemble.  

Marching Band

Membership in the marching band requires strenuous physical exercise and the ability to perform simultaneous visual and musical tasks.  Rehearsals and performances occur both during the week and weekend.  A full calendar is provided in the forms packet that comes with this handbook.  Volunteer participation and fundraising are a necessity in making this large ensemble a possibility.

“All In” Jazz Ensemble
Membership to the Big Band is by audition only and co-curricular with membership to Marching Band.  This group rehearses entirely after school beginning in October.
High Noon Jazz Class
The Jazz Combo Class is available to any student that registers for the course during the school day.  Each student will have the opportunity to perform music with the combo and learn about the Jazz genre in the areas of history, theory, and analysis.  The class will focus on improvisation and style through instrumental performance.

Solo and Ensemble Festival
In October and November, chamber ensembles will be formed. All band members will perform in a chamber ensemble. Possible groups are quintets, quartets, solos, and choirs. Principal players in both concert bands will be required to perform a solo. Our chamber concert is entitled Soirée and takes place on a Friday in February. This is an upscale, formal night where students will perform for each other, friends, community, and family. We will have a catered dinner and silent auction to compliment the evening. Solo and Ensemble music festival is an assessment where judges will assign a rating to the student's performance. Solo and Ensemble music festival takes place in February.


Percussion Techniques
This class will be taught by our percussion instructor Dylan Morgan. This class encompasses all percussion students in the concert band program. Instructors will assign students to both Symphonic Band and Wind Ensemble. In addition, students in percussion techniques will also study and master percussion ensembles. These chamber ensembles are to be performed at Solo and Ensemble Festival in February.


Color Guard / Eurythmics Class
This class will be taught by one of our guard instructors. Each day, guard students will dress out and work on technique and choreography in the courtyard. Grading day to day and through the midterm exam will be compiled via the student's participation in rehearsals during that class. Color guard class students will take the final exam in written form just as the band students do. This class is considered co-curricular because material worked on during the day correlates directly to that of the evening ensemble.


Concert Band Camp
The concert band camp has one full day of intensive training with professional master musicians. Date TBA.  In addition to master classes and rehearsals, students will engage in social and teambuilding activities. The concert band camp concludes with student performances for each other and friends & family, and a live performance by the Florida Orchestra. The concert band camp is made possible by the students fundraising contributions via the Band boosters.

Leadership Workshop
The leadership workshop prepares students to become effective leaders within the band program and beyond. Students may elect to attend the leadership workshop at the FMEA convention in January. There are also two leadership seminars towards the end of the school year that are part of the leadership candidacy selection process. Through this process, section leaders and captains are selected for the following school year. Dates for these seminars TBA, but usually held in April.

Private Lessons
As one might expect, private lessons on a musical instrument are the best way to improve performance skills. The one-on-one approach allows the students to benefit from individual attention as opposed to being one in a class of more than 50. A recent survey of students in the all-state band revealed that approximately 80% of the students in band study privately. Students are generally more inclined to practice diligently for a weekly music assignment, and this discipline increases the student’s enjoyment with the instrument. The band director will be more than happy to assist in the selection of a private teacher.

All-County Band
All-County band is open to any concert band student that is willing to prepare for an audition. Music is made available to students in the middle of October. Two All-County concert bands will be filled from the best students that qualify in Pinellas County. Music will be made available in early January to those students that are accepted. Members of the symphonic band are highly encouraged to prepare and audition. Members of the wind ensemble are required to audition for All-County band. The process of preparing for an audition is of the utmost importance.  Audition music is distributed in October; the auditions will take place in November just before Thanksgiving break.  The rehearsals for the All-County Band take place over a 3-day period towards the end of January, and the concert will be held on a Monday night near the beginning of February.  Once the All-County Committee releases formal dates, they will be updated on the band website!


All-State Band
All-state band students are selected from the entire state of Florida. They represent the best players in the state. Requirements for all-state selection are published in May. Students that are auditioning are encouraged to prepare throughout the summer. Auditions will take place in September.  Consult the band calendar, as dates will be posted as soon as they are available. Acceptance into the all-state band is considered one of the highest commendations. This process is reserved for instrumental students of extreme seriousness.

To the students. . .
The importance of attitude
The greatest single factor that will determine the success of any individual or organization is attitude. The kind of person you are is an individual choice, and how you feel about something is one of the few actual independent choices you have in life. It takes intense dedication to reach goals. Students should learn to discipline themselves to practice fundamentals daily. The right attitude must be present along with sincerity, concentration, and dedication as the basic foundations. Such an attitude makes an artistic performance inevitable and is the difference between a winning organization and a mediocre group. The band can do much for you. Make the most of it in every rehearsal and performance.

The importance of discipline
Because of the nature of the organization, band discipline must be strict! Band students and parents must believe in the ideals, principles, and philosophy of the organization. Each member must always be aware of good behavior and think for themselves. Any misconduct casts a bad light on the school, community, and band program. Any member who discredits the organization by his or her conduct, or actions in another class, or on a trip, shall be subject to dismissal from the band program or may lose a privilege within the program. This decision will be at the director's discretion.

Student’s responsibility to the band
As members of this organization, you have a great deal of responsibility. These expectations come along with the privileges, rewards, and duties of the band program.


To ourselves
You have the primary responsibility of developing your own abilities. The benefits of a good instrument and private instruction can never be overestimated. What you put into it is what you get out of it. The director is always available to provide guidance and encouragement - just ask!



To the school
The school district provides us with the resources for rehearsals, performances, and equipment. 
The band booster club also provides a support network, both financially and philosophically. We have a responsibility to provide the best possible services for community.


To music
Music has always been a part of our culture. We must take what we have and use it for the betterment of that culture. No one expects you to be virtuoso musicians, only to do the very best you can. The great composer Gustav Mahler once said that only 10% of a piece of music is on the page. If that is the case, we as musicians have the duty of creating and producing the other 90%. The joy of music is not in everything that is apparent. It must be discovered and created.

To each other
We must always do what is best for the welfare of the group. There can be no selfish acts solely 
for the benefit of the individual. Respect each other. If there are conflicts, find a way to resolve 
them. Never insult another band member's integrity. The word "band" implies that we are banded together without divisions.

Practice
As with any activity, you get out of it what you put into it. Band will not be fun unless you practice. There are many values in the study of music as a discipline that transfer to other areas of life. Although this will not immediately happen, persistent practice will lead to enthusiastic, driven practice. Remember: perfect practice makes perfect! Here is a suggested plan of study:



-Pick a set time each day


-Use a tuner for a portion of your practice session


-Have a non-boomy place to practice


-Increased dynamic range (Work on pianissimo)


-Use our daily warm up and think tone


-Increase endurance (15 minutes of full tone playing)


-Play some form of scales at every practice session


-Increase range (Highest note with good tone)


-Take a break every 20 minutes


-Use a metronome for part of the top


-Work on technique (Articulations, accents)


-I start with __ minutes and increase to ___"


-Practice sight reading


-Use a practice record chart
To the parents. . .

Parents' responsibility to the band
It is the responsibility of every parent and guardian to see that the policies outlined in the handbook are followed and that the form in the back is signed and returned. This states that you understand the policies set within and that any questions are to be directed to the band director by making an appointment. Each parent is responsible for the attendance of his or her child at all band functions. It is the responsibility of each parent to see that the child practices his or her instrument daily. The hands of the directors are tied without the help of parents.
How parents can help
When a band question arises, it is important that you get factual information before discussing it with others. We do more harm to ourselves, the band family, when we talk about things that contain one or more falsehoods presented as facts. If questions arise, it is important to remember this axiom: If it is a performance issue or anything dealing with the band proper, contact the band director. If it is a fundraising question or anything to deal with parent issues, talk with the booster club president.


-Show an interest in the musical study of your child.

-Arrange a regular time for your child to practice.

-Find a quiet place where he or she can practice without interruption.

-Listen to performances of practice material when asked to do so.

-Help the student keep a daily record of practicing.

-Come up with a reward system for daily practice.


-Keep the instrument in good repair and keep at least three reeds in the case; get a Metronome!

-Be extra careful with school owned instruments. Costs are high!

-Teach your child to be prepared and on time to each rehearsal or lesson.

-Provide private instruction!

-Make attendance at all band activities important.

-Buy your child a personal planner for marking important dates.

-Keep the handbook in a safe place and refer to it often.

-Notify the teacher if the student is to be absent for rehearsals or lessons.

-Double check to make sure students have their instruments.

-If the student is absent, make sure his or her folder gets to school, as students share folders.     


-Attend booster meetings, concerts, games, and contests.

-PARTICIPATE! Volunteer, fundraise, and join in when presented with the opportunity. Nothing 
makes students happier than to see their parents involved in their activities!
( Attendance

“To be early is to be on time, to be on time is to be late, to be late is to be out!” 

· William Revelli (University of Michigan)

Attendance policy
The only excusable absences are prearranged school conflicts and those that would be excused by the school for regular attendance records:  Illness, a death in the family, or a religious holiday. Individual needs will be addressed as they occur.

Performance no-shows will result in a failing grade for the event.  Make up opportunities will be at the discretion of the band director. 

For all absences, the following procedure must be followed by the student and parent:

-The director must be notified in advance.  E-mail is the preferred medium, sent to:

  gmadrinan@gmail.com 

-For illness, a parent note or doctors excuse must be submitted.

-Although cleared by the school office, absences from a band activity that same day must be 
 
 cleared with the director as well-please call or email the band room. In extreme cases, a phone 
 
 message may be left on the band answering machine with a follow-up personal call.

-Follow-up is the sole responsibility of the student.

The communication to Mr. Madrinan does not constitute approval. The above policy is cut and dry in regard to what is excused.

Students are expected to arrive at least 15 minutes prior to the start of rehearsal. At 10 minutes prior to the scheduled start of rehearsal, the students will enter stretch block. If a student is late into stretch block, they will be considered tardy.

Tardiness will be dealt with via the student leadership.  Continual tardiness will be handled by Caption Heads and Mr. Madrinan.
************************************************************************************
A student is allowed 3 absences per Semester (excluding performance dates).  These may be used for any issue - illness, bereavement, etc.  On the 4th absence, the band director will call for a parent-teacher conference to discuss the attendance trend of the student.  It is imperative that regular attendance be made a priority.
************************************************************************************
Conflicts with band
Resolving conflicts between band and other activities or events is the responsibility of the student. Rehearsals and performance schedules are given out in advance (Website and this handbook) So that arrangements can be made. Students should not become involved with activities that may directly conflict with band activities. Once outside activities create hardships concerning band, unless it is a situation that should only happen once, the student will need to consult with the director about possible alternatives. Students should have a calendar and be aware of all band events well ahead of schedule. It is the policy of the band director to assist students when conflicts occur within the scope of the band policy. Students are reminded that band is a very demanding activity and that involvement in outside activities should be limited to those compatible with the band schedule. All conflicts with performances must be resolved in favor of band participation. Work is not an excuse for missing any band activity.

*Students are required to do the final run through prior to a performance.  This is a safety regulation to ensure that they are adequately prepared to execute responsibilities without placing students around them in danger.  Exceptions to this rule will only be made by the Band Director and Instructional Staff with advance notice.  
( Grading Policy

Grading system for band students
For each grading period, the student’s grade will be computed by the following:

1.  Weekly participation points.

2.  Playing tests:  As needed.

3.  *Extracurricular rehearsals (Outside of the school day)  

4.  Performances on the band calendar

* Band is considered a co-curricular course. This means that a student's grade in the class can be linked to mandatory rehearsals outside of the school day. Students must take responsibility for consistent attendance at afterschool rehearsals. Exceptions will be made for rehearsals scheduled inside of a two week advance notice. Students with unexcused absences will receive a 0 for that after-school rehearsal. Further consideration for make up grades must be addressed directly with Mr. Madrinan.
Financial obligations
Each band student is assessed the dollar amount determined by the budgeted needs of the band for that year, divided by the number of band and guard members. This assessment is known as a student's Fair Share. In an attempt to ensure that the Fair Share Obligation is not a burden on any family, the boosters have made it possible for families to earn credit towards their Fair Share in several ways. One - by participating in various fundraising activities, both sales and service oriented, held throughout the year. Two - simply by writing a check, providing cash, or using a credit card. If the family does not earn enough credits to meet the student's Fair Share during the fall season, they will continue to be responsible for the remaining balance. Reports tracking the students fundraising efforts will be sent out each month, commensurate with the schedule set forth by the Band Boosters.

It is the director's recommendation that you raise the entire amount and more so that you can carry over a balance to the following year - however, it is your choice.
*************************************************************************************

At times the financial obligation may be heavy, but no member will be denied the opportunities of the organization due to financial difficulties. Please talk with the director.
*************************************************************************************

(Marching Band

Marching Band Includes: Hornline, Percussion (Front Ensemble & Drumline) and Color Guard. When an instructor or Booster refers to “The Band” or “Marching Band” – this includes ALL components listed above. There is not a separate distinction made for Hornline, Percussion, or Guard.
Rehearsal etiquette
Members are to arrive several minutes prior to scheduled rehearsal times. Stretch block will commence 10 minutes prior to scheduled rehearsal times. Members not present for the start of stretch block are considered tardy.

There is absolutely no talking when instructors are delivering information.

Mutual respect is expected between all members of the marching band.

No horseplay in the band room.

All classroom areas used by the band program are expected to be kept organized and clean:  Main band room, guard room, percussion room, practice rooms, library, chorus room, gymnasium, aerobics room, auditorium, personal fitness room, etc.

Members will have all materials present at each rehearsal: Warhawk bag, Water jug (1/2-1 gallon recommended) pencil, book, drill book, chalk, binder, etc.

Members will be responsible and accountable for personal equipment: instrument, mouthpiece, equipment/weapons, sticks/mallets.

At the end of each rehearsal, members will participate in cleaning duties before being dismissed:  all percussion equipment blocked, music stands racked, chairs stacked, parking lot/lobby/restrooms picked up.

During rehearsal, members will move with a sense of purpose and dedicate their actions towards a prime directive. In order to be our personal best, there is no room for personal motives or side conversations. We must all move in one direction towards a common goal.

Members of the marching band and their parents must realize that we are part of one, solid program. Though we function as three separate, highly organized sections, there is no distinction in terms of priority or importance between the hornline, percussion, or color guard.

Rehearsals, band camp, Saturday camp:
Students are not permitted to leave campus during meal breaks. They may cross the street to Circle K and Rita's, bring their meals, or have them dropped off. Lunch break is normally 12:00-1:00PM; dinner break is normally 5:00-6:00 PM.

A full calendar for the marching season is included in this handbook. Parents and students are expected to take every possible step to avoid scheduling conflicts with rehearsals and performances. As a last resort, if a student must leave rehearsal for an appointment, the student is expected to return to rehearsal as soon as possible.
Sectionals:

Sectionals are additional practices in which a group of students with common association (same instrument, grouping, roster, etc) collaborate on performance material.  Sectionals are a mandatory part of attendance requirements.  Failure to attend sectionals that are reflected on the band calendar will result in an unexcused absence, unless approval is granted beforehand by the Band director.  

Football games:
A report time will be announced the week of football games. During this time, students will be responsible for dressing in full or half uniform, loading their instrument onto the equipment truck or preparing it for travel to the stadium, and appearing on time to uniform inspection.
Home football games start at 7:30 PM. The marching band will play the national anthem and fight song 15 minutes prior to kickoff. We are expected to represent school spirit and play stand tunes throughout the game. The exceptions are our warm-up time prior to performance either at halftime or after the game, and our concession stand privilege. Normally, concession stand privilege is during third-quarter. Student leadership and the Band Director reserve the right to revoke third-quarter privilege to members that are not in compliance with marching band regulations. This may include but is not limited to disciplinary issues, preparation issues, etc.  This is a time-honored tradition of high school marching bands across the country in which students are ACCOUNTABLE to the traditions and benchmarks of the Band Program.
Following football games, the marching band will recess back to the band room or load the truck and buses to return back to Seminole High School. Once all equipment is returned in an organized manner, and uniforms are properly hung on hangers, students are dismissed. We will attend two away games per season. We will play at all home games.

Competition days:
The marching band will rehearse on the morning of every competition day, usually 9 AM to 12 PM. Members should plan on keeping the entire day free. Following rehearsal, members are to prepare their equipment or instruments for travel to the competition. Once these requirements are satisfied, members are dismissed for lunch and rest time. A report time will be announced the week of a competition. Members will report at that time, to prepare for travel and performance.  A sample itinerary has been added in the calendar section of this handbook to display an idea of how the day progresses from morning through night!


Senior night:
A home football game is designated as senior night for our band members. We will recognize them during halftime. Following the game, seniors and their friends and family enjoy a reception.


Senior college review:
Individual reviews will be conducted with Mr. Madrinan and each senior to discuss their plans after high school.  This session is directed towards the student’s goals and to ensure that they take the appropriate steps which are time oriented and crucial to application for college.


Parades:
Parades are a civic responsibility and community expectation of the Seminole Warhawk marching band. These are mandatory performances. On a case-by-case basis, Mr. Madrinan will excuse members of the winter guard and indoor percussion from parades in support of their competitive seasons. Whenever possible, the full marching band will be expected to participate.
Parades included on our band calendar…
Seminole Holiday Parade- Usually a Sunday in December
Pinellas Park Christmas Parade- December 10, 2022-evening
Martin Luther King St. Petersburg Parade- Monday in January-  we attend every other year
Seminole Pow Wow Parade-  March 11, 2023
YouTube and social media:  

The posting of performance competition videos to these websites is FORBIDDEN unless in an “unlisted” or “private” setting.  This is to control the viewership of our performing ensembles, as these performances are sought out by other groups and instructional faculties throughout the country.  By leaving the video “unlisted,” a win-win is created where the owner of the video and their immediate circles can enjoy the video post, but not the above listed parties.
Drum Corps Participation:

Participation in DCI, DCA, or any other independent performance ensemble is forbidden while students are performing members of the Band Program.  This is in the best interest of the student, and to ensure the best educational progression for the individual and entire student membership.  Upon graduation from Seminole High School, all students are encouraged to patronize and/or participate these independent governing entities.  
(Concert Band:
*Some dates below are subject to change by the Florida Bandmasters Association. Watch band calendar for updates at seminoleband.org.

The concert bands perform in black tuxedos and gown concert dresses.  The purchase of these will be arranged by great volunteers.

The concert bands are the Symphonic Band and Wind Ensemble. They will perform at the winter concert in December.  See the online band calendar for the most current dates.
In January, they will participate in a one-day concert band camp (date TBA). During this time, they will study with professional master class musicians and do teambuilding exercises.

The concert bands also participate in Solo and Ensemble Festival. These are smaller groups of 4 to 15 players. Music for these groups is selected in October and November. Students must prepare the music in December through January. They will perform the smaller groups for the Soirée in February.  The formal event will be one week later, at Gibbs High School. State music assessment is the highest level of adjudication. If a group gets a superior, they may qualify to perform at state. State Solo and Ensemble will be in March. Final schedules will be released after the district festival in February.

The formal music performance assessment for both bands will be in March. If the concert bands get a superior rating and qualify, they will perform at state concert assessment (date TBA). 

The Symphonic Band and Wind Ensemble may take a spring trip (details to be announced). 
Chair Placement:
All students must participate in chair placement assessments as a required part of membership, unless otherwise authorized by the Band Director.  Chair placements are not only to determine part and rank within a section of the concert band, but also an opportunity for the Band Director to learn the student’s playing individually.  This is of extreme value in order to formulate the best plan to address the student’s needs and plan for improvement.
Chair Challenges:

Any student may challenge the player in that section in the immediate consecutive chair.  This process is available to enhance student engagement and accountability.  Chair challenges will take place in front of the entire band.  To initiate a challenge, the student must verbally notify the defendant, and seek approval from the Band Director.  Mr. Madrinan reserves the right to deny chair challenges for any number of contributing factors.  Chair challenges will not be permitted within 2 weeks of an upcoming performance for reasons including but not limited to continuity.

Principle Player:
After chair placement assignments are complete, the first chair player is referred to as the Principle of the section.  Along with this distinction come responsibilities:

-Keeping music and communicating music needs with the Librarian 

-Keeping other students informed on missed music instructions.

-Sectionals

Concertmaster:
The Concertmaster is an auditioned position within each concert band.  They will function as the primary student leader of the ensemble.  Other responsibilities include the logistic preparation and unique needs of that concert band.  As needs come up, the Band Director will coordinate with the Concertmaster.  At the beginning of the year, the Band Director will accept letters of intent for this position then a formal announcement will be made.  
Festival of Winds:
Students interested in this honor band experience must complete a form of intention that is obtained from the band director.  This form must be completed in September!  From there, Mr. Madrinan will submit this form to USF.  The tuition of $280 is required for membership.  Results are returned based on this process.  Dates for this event are December 1-4, 2022. Students will stay in dorms at USF Tampa for the duration.

( High Noon Jazz and All In Big Band:
High Noon Jazz meets during the school day. They will perform at the Winter Concert, Soirée, and Spring Concert. They may accompany the symphonic band on their spring trip. 

The All In Big Band Jazz Ensemble is open for audition by any student in the band program. Audition dates are TBA. The Big Band will then rehearse once a week throughout the marching band season. After the Thanksgiving holiday, the big band will continue to rehearse once a week for the winter concert (concert date TBA).

There are several jazz concerts that students from Seminole will play at, including Clearwater Jazz Festival, Straz Center, and more. Participants are to be determined. Jazz Bands also participate in Jazz MPA, which is an adjudicated event that will be held in February. 

In April (date TBA), Seminole will host its Annual Jazz Band Concert. We will have a professional artist come and work with the students and perform with them that night. The Big Band will also play at the Spring concert in May.
( Winter Guard: 
The Seminole Winter Guard has a long tradition of success and excellence. Their work ethic and rehearsal etiquette sets a national benchmark.

Auditions: The Winter Guard will begin rehearsals upon returning from Thanksgiving break. Many of their auditions and rehearsals take place at Seminole Middle School gym. On Saturdays whenever possible, they will use the high school gym.

The Winter Guard competes in a circuit called Florida Federation of Color Guards Circuit- FFCC. The circuit puts on shows throughout the state of Florida. Seminole Visual Spectacular is our home show. It requires the full volunteer power of the band boosters, students and parents of the band program. FFCC has their championships in Daytona Beach in late March. 
**PLEASE SEE SEPARATE COLOR GUARD HANDBOOK FOR MARCHING SEASON INFO**

( Indoor Percussion:

The Seminole Indoor Percussion Ensemble is only in its 8th year of existence and poised to have an incredible season.  They will have most of their rehearsals at Seminole High School.  Like the Winter Guard, SIPE participates in FFCC and WGI.  
The first show is referred to as “Premier.”  At this show, all scholastic groups are required to participate in order to be eligible to attend Circuit Championships in late March in Daytona Beach.  

Another FFCC show, “Focus,” is again a collection of all of the participating units in the same region.  For both guard and percussion, competition days have long schedules, including rehearsal in the morning and several hours at the show site.  

*Percussion students of the band program and veteran members of SIPE are instantly permitted for membership.  Students not fitting these pre-qualifiers must be approved by the Band Director and Percussion Director.
( Personnel

Student Leadership
Band Captain



Dela Race
Drum Majors



Finley Steiner & Hailey Westfall
Field Commanders


Matthew Roberts & David Wasson
Front Ensemble


Linette Badillo & Chloe Popke
Drum Captain



Rondell Williams & Justin Graves
Guard Captains


Lauren Basara & Sophia Ridge
Flute Section-Leader


Daliah Tyson
Clarinet Section-Leader

Ana Koukoumtzis
Saxophone Section-Leaders

Ella Todd 
Mellophone Section-Leader

Mason Derks
Trumpet Section-Leader 

Emma Evans


Baritone Section-Leaders

Benjamin Long
Tuba Section-Leaders


Gloria Zavala
Head Quartermaster


Dillon Harris
Historian



Elisa Polataivao





Instructional Staff
Gerard Madrinan


Band Director

Rob Schoos



Marching Band Instructional Staff


Frank Dimartino


Marching Band Instructional Staff
Riley Michaels


Marching Band Instructional Staff

Sarah Michaels


Marching Band Instructional Staff

Steve Harris



Marching Band Instructional Staff

Dylan Mixer



Percussion Director

Brandon Veitenthal


Percussion Staff

Alyssa Gale 



Percussion Staff
Dylan Morgan



Percussion Staff

Erik Nordstrom


Color Guard Director

Amy Nordstrom


Color Guard Staff

Brittnie Balcom


Color Guard Staff

Leah Pinder



Color Guard Staff

Amanda Magrum


Color Guard Staff

Lauren Lanzilotta 


Color Guard Staff

Andrew Markworth


Music Arranger

Jack Pursifull



Visual Design
Band Booster Board
*see website under Boosters/Board of Directors for email addresses

Colette Derks



President

Becky Brandt



Vice President/Travel
Stephanie Madrinan


Accounts Receivable Treasurer

Barbara Maceda


Accounts Payable Treasurer

Tracey McConnell


Recording Secretary

Sarah Andreadakis


Corresponding Secretary

Angie Evans



Fundraising

Lina Pearson



Contracts

Aaron Levith



Special Events
Open




Parliamentarian
( Communication Guide
Website: www.seminoleband.org
Remind text messages: [image: image1.png]Text the message @4kfe66 to the number
81010,

Ifyou'e having trouble with 81010, try
texting adkfe66 to (727) 493-4750.

St text messoge rais oppy

81010

@4kfe66




Monthly Booster Meetings are held the third Tuesday of each month at 7 PM in the SHS band or chorus room to discuss and plan events pertinent to the Marching Band, Guard, Winter Percussion and other ensembles.

There is a “Blue Box” located in the hallway between the band room and booster room or Mr. Madrinan’s office where you can drop off forms, correspondence, and fair share.

Email from the Corresponding Secretary
Facebook: 
For Parents: Seminole High School Marching Band Boosters

For Students: Seminole Warhawk Marching Band (Current Members)
For Everyone: Seminole High School Warhawk Band Program (EVERYONE!)
Ask questions of another band parent. They are full of info! 
PLEASE SIGN BELOW AND RETURN THIS PAGE WITH YOUR PARTICIPATION PLEDGE AT THE MEETING. THANKS!

Check the option that applies to you:

____ My student is committing to the Warhawk Marching Band for the 2022 season, and I have attached a check/cash/credit card payment in the amount of $100 as a participation pledge. This amount will be applied to my Fair Share Obligation and will lessen the total amount that I am asked to donate.   

____ My student is committing to the Warhawk Marching Band for the 2022 season, and I am current in Fair Share for all 2021-2022 band programs. Please deduct the $100 participation pledge from my Charms Fundraising Ledger. This amount will be applied to my Fair Share Obligation and will lessen the total amount that I am asked to donate.   

____ My student is committing to the Warhawk Marching Band for the 2022 season, but I am financially unable to meet the $100 participation pledge at this time. I am able to pay $__________ now and will contact Mr. Madrinan or one of our Treasurers to discuss future donations. Please contact me regarding fundraising opportunities that may be of assistance.



Parent Name: _____________________________________



Parent Phone: _____________________________________



Parent Email:  _____________________________________

Student Signature: ___________________________________ Date _______________________
Parent/Guardian Signature: ___________________________ Date _______________________
Contract of Mutual Consent
I, the undersigned student, accept membership in the Seminole High School Warhawk Band Program and understand that I am responsible for all policies set forth in the band handbook.  I fully agree to carry out my responsibilities to the very best of my ability.  

_________________________________________                        _____________

Student Signature







Date

I, the undersigned parent of guardian, have read and understand the policies as set forth in the band handbook.  I also grant full permission for my child to be an active member of the Seminole High School Warhawk Band Program.  In addition, my child has full permission to attend all band functions.  Furthermore, I understand that I must meet all financial obligations.

_________________________________________                        _____________

Parent/Guardian Signature





Date

[image: image2.png]
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